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306 REVIEWS AND CRITICISMS 

facts will help the cause of progress. On the other hand, as before 
stated, these gentlemen gave too little attention to the need of further 
improvement of the law and the courts. One important need of the 
Magistrates Courts has just been noted. The action of the Municipal 
Justices of New York as reported in the press during the rent diffi- 
culties last winter did not reflect credit on several of them. Blind 
sympathy with the under dog is not justice, and the judge who, under 
pressure, will denounce landlords as a class without inquiry, is equally 
likely to deal unjustly with tenants as a class when the greater pressure 
is from the other side. Constructive criticism from bar associations, 
judges and lawyers should be the response to the helpful study of the 
Carnegie Foundation, and such criticism seems supremely needed at 
"this time of social unrest," when aid to social progress instead of 
attempts to paint things fair should be given by our leaders. 

North Haven, Conn. James Beonson Reynolds. 



Prisoners and Juvenile Delinquents in the United States. By 
/. A. Hill and R. L. Brawn. Bureau of the Census, Re- 
search Division. Based on 1910 census. Published in 1918, 
pp. 535. 

This is an excellent piece of work with which all those who are 
interested in the subject of crime or delinquency should be familiar. 
The statistics are presented clearly and in meaningful fashion. The 
work is part of and synchronous with the general census, thus facilitat- 
ing comparisons with the population at large, and the authors by means 
of frequent exploitation of this facility succeed in giving considerable 
lucidity to figures which would otherwise be comparatively meaning- 
less. Further, the authors are careful to point out the limits within 
which interpretations must be kept by calling attention to many sources 
of error, both logical and statistical. There is no general summary, 
nor are there final conclusions or recommendations. An idea of the 
contents of the volume can perhaps be obtained by a statement of the 
scope of the work and by selecting some of the findings which would 
seem to be of more or less general interest. 

Scope: Statistics were gathered concerning all individuals serv- 
ing sentence January 1, 1910, and all those committed during the year 
to penitentiaries, state prisons, reformatories, county jails, workhouses, 
etc.— 625,000 all told, of which 39,000 were juvenile delinquents. The 
report is in two parts, the first dealing with all prisoners both adult 
and juvenile; the second with juveniles only. Statistics were gathered 
dealing with age, sex, race, nativity, marital state, illiteracy, occupa- 
tion and geography. 

Increase or Decrease of Crime: In spite of the fact that com- 
parison between the successive censuses is difficult, the tentative con- 
clusion is drawn that there has been little change in the incidence of 
crime since 1880. 



REVIEWS AND CRITICISMS 307 

Numerical Importance of Different Crimes: 

34.6% of the commitments were for drunkenness 
18.6% of the commitments were for disorderly conduct 
10.2% of the commitments were for vagrancy 
8.6% of the commitments were for larceny 
4.6% of the commitments were for assault 
1.8% of the commitments were for fraud 
76.6% of all commitments are included in the first five items. 

Geography: Comparison of geographic and political units is 
worthless in the case of the lesser offenses for various reasons, chief 
of which is the fact that differences are likely to be due to the laws 
and the manner of their enforcement rather than to real differences 
in the incidence of the offense. Thus drunkenness may be common in 
a community which nevertheless shows few commitments for drunken- 
ness. From the graver offenses I select homicide. In the whole United 
States there were 3 homicides per 100,000 of population; in New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Iowa, and South Dakota 
there were less than/ 1 per 100,000; in Illinois, 1.8 per 100,000; in 
Florida, Mississippi, Arizona, and Nevada, more than 10 per 100,000. 

Age: We will find it convenient to follow the usage of the 
authors with respect to the term ratio. The ratio is the number of 
criminals of a particular class per 100,000 of the population of that 
particular class. For example, if there are 900 18-year-old criminals 
per 100,000 18-year-olds, then 900 is the ratio of the 18-year-olds. 

The ratio begins very low at 1/10 per 100,000 for those below 10 
years of age; it rises very rapidly up to 21 years and remains prac- 
tically constant to 44 years at about 850, and then declines rapidly. 
Aside from strictly juvenile offenses (such as truancy or incorrigi- 
bility) larceny and burglary prevail strikingly amongst the young; 
drunkenness and vagrancy amongst the old. 

Sex: The ratio of the males is 9 times as great as that of the 
females. Also a much larger proportion of the female offenders is 
young, the highest ratios being those of the 15, 16, and 17-year-olds, 
and declining rapidly after that. The most frequent offenses amongst 
the females are sex offenses. 

Race: Whites and negroes are the only important classes, though 
others are discussed. Negroes furnish far more than their propor- 
tionate share of delinquents regardless of geography. Ten per cent 
of the population are negroes, 22% of all commitments are negroes, 
and 56% of the grave homicides are negroes. They furnish more than 
their proportionate share for every offense except offenses peculiar 
to children (such as truancy or incorrigibility) where they furnish 
exactly their share. This must not be intepreted to mean that the 
negroes do not furnish more than their share of juvenile offenders ; 
they do. 

Nathity (Whites Only): The ratio of the foreign-born whites 
is twice that of the native-born. That is true for every type of crime 
except forgery and offenses peculiar to children. The same remark is 
applicable here as in the case of negroes. That is, "offenses peculiar 
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to children" are mainly those reported under headings such as incor- 
rigibility, which probably were capable of analysis into headings such 
as larceny, etc., and would have been so reported in the case of adults. 
It would therefore be erroneous to suppose that the foreign-born 
whites furnish less than their share of juvenile offenders. On the 
contrary, the contrast between the foreign-born and the natives is 
strikingly unfavorable to the foreign-born during the juvenile period. 

Ireland furnished 10% of the foreign-born population and 27% 
of the foreign-born prisoners ; Germany 17% of the foreign-born 
population and 9% of the foreign-born prisoners. Mexico, Ireland, 
and Scotland are worst, in the order named; Switzerland, Germany, 
and Denmark are best, also in order named. 

Native whites with mixed or foreign parents make a somewhat 
worse showing than native whites with native parents, and better than 
foreign-bom whites. 

Marital Condition: The ratios for males and females respectively 
are as follows : 

Males Females 

Single 2,000 199 

Married 531 98 

Widowed 1,037 146 

Divorced 2,380 361 

It might be argued that the high ratios of the "single" are due 
to the fact that they are much younger, but the authors show by means 
of an indirect mode of reasoning that that is not likely to be the case. 
The proportion of single males is inversely proportional to the 
severity of the sentence, so that the conclusion is drawn that single 
men are more likely to commit trivial, but less likely to commit grave 
crimes. 

Literacy: Eight per cent of the population over 15 years of age 
are illiterate. Thirteen per cent of the prisoners and juvenile de- 
linquents are illiterate. 

Occupation: General laborers furnish much more than their 
proportionate share for every kind of offense. Wage-earning females 
are much more likely to be committed than others, especially domestic 
servants. 

Curt Rosenow. 

Juvenile Psychopathic Institute, Chicago. 



Laws Relating to Mothers' Pensions in the United States, 

Canada, Denmark and New Zealand. U. S. Department 

of Labor, Children's Bureau, Bureau Publication No. 63, 

pp. 316. 

This volume which bears the date November 8, 1919, contains a 

compilation of all "Mothers' Pension" laws of whatever variety and 

form in the countries named. In addition, there is an introduction 

which gives a remarkably complete summary of these laws and a 

bibliography of references on "Mothers' Pensions." 



